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 WDC impact on western region 



WDC – Regional Development for Regional Business 



For Regional Business 

SME ENGAGEMENT 

Currently WDC engaged with and supporting >500 regional businesses 

MARKETS PRODUCT 

DEVELOPMENT 
FINANCE 

500 REGIONAL 

BUSINESSES > 



 WDC -  
A unique capacity for Western Region 



The WDC Organisation 

Strategic DEVELOPMENT  capacity for region 

Growing regional employment and enterprise in the regional  

economy. E.g. Bio-economy, Creative economy, Niche Tourism 

etc. 

BIO-ECONOMY 
CREATIVE 

ECONOMY 

NICHE 

TOURISM 



The WDC Organisation 

EU PROJECTS Capacity  for region 

EU programme implementation capacity for region established 

Involving the region in EU growth programs totalling  

€11M in value (currently employing a team of 3) 



The WDC Organisation 

Access to Finance for the region  

 134      BUSINESSES SUPPORTED  

€48 M    DISBURSED 

€207 M    Leveraged for enterprises  



WESTERN INVESTMENT FUND :: Investing in Western Enterprise www.wdc.ie 



For the WDC Organisation 

POLICY TEAM 

Evolved capacity to analyse and inform on regional dynamics e.g.  via the 

WDC Insights Blogs and Briefing initiative (e.g. Population and workforce 

analysis), submissions for region on national policy priorities ( e.g. 

Broadband, Rail freight, Energy etc.) 

INSIGHTS BLOG 

POLICY 

 BRIEFING 



The WDC Organisation 

REGIONAL PROMOTION – A proven capacity for region 

WWW.Lookwest.ie  platform engaged with and accessed by ever 

increasing numbers. Over a million visits to date and almost 20K citizens 

engaged via regional social media. National Egov. Award winners 2016.  

http://www.lookwest.ie/




 Western region key points  



 Western region- Internationally competitive !   

 West of Ireland well positioned against benchmark regions  
– Wales / NI / Highlands etc.  



Established and Emerging clusters 



Quality of Life  



Human 

Capital 



 Unique 

Communities 







 Western region Summary 

• WHAT IS -  

• West of Ireland Region offers key competitive advantages – many global  (Human Capital. 

Quality of Life, Relative cost base, Global location, Natural resources ) 

• West region already choice for significant clusters – Med Tech, Life-science, Tourism 

• Emerging sectors on global stage apparent– Marine, Renewable Energy, Creative economy ,  

 

• WHAT COULD BE - 

• OECD recommends investment on competitive advantage for Regions 

•  Quality of life premium in region will be greatly sought after in coming years 

• Critical current infrastructure investment gaps for region should not become “embedded” 

• Total solution approach to NPF could  be considered – Socio-economic implementation 

capacity for region should be aligned with spatial investment  

 



THANK YOU 







Population change 

• The Western Region population was 828,124 people in April 2016.  it 
increased by 7,244 people since 2011 (0.9%). The state population was 
4,757,976. It increased by 3.7% between 2011 and 2016.   

• Three counties in the Western region showed population decline (Donegal, 
(-1.5%) , Mayo  (-0.2%) and Sligo (-0.1%) 

• In all counties there was higher growth in the female population than the 
male population.  In the Western Region there was a 1.5% increase in the 
female population and 0.2% in the male population.  For the rest of the 
state the difference was less (males 4.2%; females 4.4%).  

• More EDs in the Western Region experienced population decline (533) than 
showed population growth (433). 262 EDs had a population decrease of 
more than 5%.  16 had population decreases of more than 15% 

Follow our Blog 

wdcinsights.wordpress.co

m/ 
@WDCInsights 



% change in employment by sector in Western 
Region & Rest of State, 2012-2016 

Follow our Blog 

wdcinsights.wordpress.co

m/ 
@WDCInsights 
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Rest of State Western Region



GVA 

Border Midland West Dublin 

and Mid 

East 

Mid 

West 

South 

East 

South 

West 

State 

GVA per person 

2013 

         

€21,445  

         

€20,923  

         

€26,839  

         

€46,213  

         

€29,305  

         

€25,092  

         

€40,394  

         

€35,464  

GVA per person 

2014 (preliminary)  

        

€22,459  

        

€22,002  

        

€28,113  

        

€48,582  

        

€30,695  

        

€26,282  

        

€42,059  

        

€37,186  

2013 Index of GVA 

per person 

(state=100) 

60.5 59.0 75.7 130.3 82.6 70.8 113.9 100.0 

2013 Index of GVA 

per person 

(EU28=100) 

79.8 77.9 99.9 172.0 109.1 93.4 150.3 100.0 

Follow our Blog 

wdcinsights.wordpress.co

m/ 
@WDCInsights 



% of active enterprises by sector, Western 
Region & Rest of State, 2014 
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Enterprise base differs between more urban 
and more rural counties 

• Construction, Wholesale & Retail largest sectors in all 
western counties but enterprise base differs   

• Highly rural counties of Roscommon, Mayo & Donegal 
have 34-36% of enterprises in Industry & Construction 
but in more urban counties of Clare & Sligo it is around 
30%.  

• Higher share of enterprises in Galway & Sligo in 
knowledge services sectors, though even Galway below 
national average  

• Over 40% of businesses in Donegal & Leitrim in local 
services; Galway has smallest share due to more 
diverse enterprise mix 
 
 
 

Follow our Blog 

wdcinsights.wordpress.co

m/ 
@WDCInsights 


